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Number  2  DECEMBER,  1930 


The  new  WALDORF-ASTORIA  on  Park  Avenue  between  49th  and  50th  Streets  as  it  will  look  when  completed  in  1931, 
and,  inset,  photograph  showing  progress  to  date.  Rising  from  the  center  of  the  building  are  the  great  twin  towers. 
These  are  designed  for  the  Tower  Apartment  Suites,  conceived  to  provide  distinguished  private  town  homes  of  a  new  type. 
SCHULTZE  &  WEAVER,  Architects  THOMPSON-STARRETT  CO.,  INC.,  Builders 
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BUILDING  the  new  Waldorf-Astoria  involves  many 
complicated  engineering  and  construction  problems 
of  tremendous  proportions. 

First  was  the  job  of  clearing  the  site — a  complete  block 
extending  from  Park  to  Lexington  Avenues  and  from  49th 
to  50th  Streets  occupied  by  three  large  buildings. 

Among  these  was  the  New  York  Central  Power  Station 
which  furnished  light,  heat  and  power  to  all  the  buildings 
in  the  crowded  Grand  Central  Zone. 

It  was  imperative  that  wrecking  operations  should  not 
be  unnecessarily  delayed.  Equally  it  was  imperative  that 
light,  heat  and  power  services  should  not  be  interrupted. 

Wrecking  operations  began  in  April,  1929.  More  than 
1000  men  were  employed.  Miles  of  electric  cable  and 
thousands  of  feet  of  steam  and  hot  water  piping  were 
rerouted  and  a  formidable  array  of  pumps,  motors,  fans, 
air-compressors,  tanks  and  so  on  were  moved  to  new  sites. 
Simultaneously  the  building  was  torn  down. 

The  work  was  successfully  completed  in  January  this 
year.  By  that  time  the  Waldorf-Astoria  site  was  clear 
and  the  heating,  lighting  and  power  systems  in  the  Grand 
Central  Zone  were  entirely  rearranged. 


BUILDING  THE 

And  not  tor  a  moment  were  the  services  interrupted  or 
the  wrecking  operations  unnecessarily  delayed. 

After  the  wrecking,  excavation  for  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
foundations  and  basements  began.  The  hotel  is  sup- 
ported on  huge  steel  columns  whose  footings  rest  on  solid 
rock.  The  sub-structure  alone  required  2000  tons  of  steel; 
in  the  super-structure  25,000  tons  were  used.  The  con- 
tract for  structural  steel  was  one  of  the  largest  placed  in 
recent  years. 

Three  hundred  steel  workers  and  eight  thirty-ton  der- 
ricks were  employed  in  the  erection  of  steel  which  v/as 
begun  in  January.  By  early  in  May  the  foundations  were 
complete  and  steel  had  reached  the  third  floor  level  on 
part  of  the  site.  By  July  9th  steel  was  erected  to  the 
ninth  floor;  on  October  22nd  the  topmost  steel  column 
was  placed  in  position  625  feet  above  the  street  level. 

More  than  3000  cubic  feet  of  cut  Swenson  pink  granite 
is  used  for  the  base  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria.  Setting 
began  on  June  2nd.    For  the  main  shaft  of  the  hotel 
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LDORF-ASTORIA 

more  than  80,000  cubic  feet  of  selected  light  silver  gray 
Indiana  limestone  is  being  used.  Setting  of  this  began 
on  June  1 6th. 

Next  came  the  face  brick  of  which  the  equivalent  of 
3,000,000  bricks  of  ordinary  size  is  being  made,  especially 
for  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  to  harmonize  with  the  Indiana 
limestone.  In  addition  to  the  face  brick,  8,000,000  com- 
mon bricks  are  being  used.  The  bricklaying  began  on 
July  31st. 

Subsequently  a  thousand  and  one  operations  have  pro- 
ceeded simultaneously.  Steel  workers,  stone  masons, 
bricklayers,  plasterers,  plumbers,  carpenters,  electricians, 
metal  workers  and  others  all  contribute  their  share  in  per- 
fect team-work,  as  the  new  Waldorf-Astoria  takes  recog- 
nizable shape. 

The  builders  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria  are  Thompson- 
Starrett  Co.,  Inc.,  who,  for  the  past  thirty-one  years,  have 
been  identified  with  the  construction  of  a  large  number 
of  the  outstanding  buildings  in  this  country.   During  that 


HOISTING  STONE  FOR  EXTERIOR 


time  the  company  has  built  for  itself  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion not  only  for  the  quality  of  its  workmanship  but  for 
the  speed  with  which  it  is  able  to  complete  its  work.  This 
reputation  has  been  acquired  not  by  mere  chance  or  good 
fortune  but  rather  by  the  consistent  application  of  sound 
and  logical  organization  to  the  exacting  demands  of 
erecting  fine  buildings. 

Every  detail  from  the  placing  of  orders  for  the  raw 
materials  and  the  following  of  each  item  through  the 
various  processes  of  fabrication  to  the  orderly  delivery 
and  erection  of  the  finished  products  is  closely  supervised 
by  men  of  long  experience,  each  an  expert  in  some  phase 
of  construction.  In  the  erection  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
each  step  was  carefully  scheduled  and  the  schedule  is 
being  adhered  to  with  the  rigidity  of  a  railroad  time-table, 
to  accomplish  completion  by  October  1931. 

Something  has  been  said  about  the  immense  quantity 
of  materials  involved  in  building  and  equipping  the 
Waldorf-Astoria.  No  less  noteworthy — particularly  just 
now — is  the  fact  that,  at  the  peak  of  operations,  direct 
employment  will  be  provided,  in  the  building  alone,  for 
more  than  3000  men.  Indirect  employment  will  be  pro- 
vided for  many  thousands  more. 
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ASSOCIATION  OF  JUNIOR  LEAGUES 
CHOOSES  WALDORF-ASTORIA 
FOR  QUARTERS 

THE  Association  of  the  Junior  Leagues  of  America, 
whose  President  is  Mrs.  Roger  S.  Sperry  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  is  to  have  its  headquarters  in  the 
Waldorf-Astoria. 

At  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Association  this 
year,  attended  by  delegates  from  various  parts  of  the 
United  States,  Canada,  Mexico  and  Hawaii,  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  was  selected  as  the  new  headquar- 
ters of  the  Association.  The  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Association  has  now  completed  arrangements  for 
the  lease. 

The  Association's  quarters  in  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
will  consist  of  administrative  offices,  editorial  rooms 
for  the  Junior  League  Magazine,  suites  on  the  19th 
floor,  a  large  lounge,  and  a  dining  room  on  the  20th 
floor,  comprising  a  total  space  of  10,000  square  feet. 
In  addition,  the  Association  will  have  its  own  Roof 
Garden  adjoining  its  clubrooms.  Vita  glass  is  to  be 
installed  throughout. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  in  charge  of  ar- 
rangements is  Mrs.  B.  Tappen  Fairchild.  Members  of 
her  committee  are  Miss  Marion  Willard  and  Miss  Talia 
Fairchild. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  of  the  Junior  Leagues 
are:  Mrs.  Roger  S.  Sperry,  Waterbury,  Conn.,  Pres- 
ident; Mrs.  Allmand  M.  Blow,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  Vice  Pres- 
ident; Miss  Abigail  von  Schlegell,  Detroit,  Mich., 
Secretary;  Mrs.  Horatio  H.  Armstrong,  Hartford, 
Conn.,  Treasurer. 

The  permanent  executive  staff  consists  of:  Miss 
Emily  T.  Anderson,  Executive  Secretary;  Miss  Katherine 
G.  Rogers,  Field  Secretary;  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Lind- 
ley,  Editor  of  the  Magazine;  all  of  New  York  City. 

Widespread  interest  in  the  Junior  League  movement 
is  being  shown  abroad.  The  Association  has  recently 
received  inquiries  about  it  from  places  as  far  apart 
as  Berlin,  Budapest,  Buenos  Aires,  Dublin,  London, 
Oslo,  Paris,  Rome,  Santiago  and  Vienna.  In  all  these 
centers  young  women  are  showing  increasing  interest 
in  the  American  organization  as  applied  to  their 
countries. 

The  chairman  of  the  Association's  International  Com- 
mittee for  the  Admission  of  Leagues  in  foreign  coun- 
tries is  Miss  Katherine  Hilles  of  Wilmington.  Other 
members  of  the  International  Committee  are:  Mrs. 
Meade  Detweiler,  Jr.,  of  Harrisburg,   Mrs.  Charles 


Stone  of  Washington,  Mrs.  Charles  Robbins  of  East- 
Orange,  Miss  Averic  Allen  of  Pasadena,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Lewis  of  Mexico  City,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Cooper  of 
Montreal  and  Mrs.  Bremner  Green  of  Toronto. 


THE  CANADIAN  CLUB  IN  THE 
WALDORF-ASTORIA 

SPACIOUS  accommodation  in  the  new  Waldorf- 
Astoria  has  also  been  reserved  by  the  Canadian 
Club  of  New  York. 
This  organization  has  grown  rapidly  since  1901,  when 
a  group  of  Canadians  resident  in  New  York  agreed, 
at  the  suggestion  of  William  T.  Robson  of  Toronto, 
who  became  the  first  president,  to  bring  it  into 
existence. 

The  objects  of  the  Club  are  to  promote  friendly 
and  social  intercourse  among  Canadians  in  this  vicinity, 
the  entertainment  of  prominent  Canadians  and  dis- 
tinguished visitors,  to  encourage  amicable  relations 
between  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
the  dissemination  of  data  bearing  upon  the  industrial, 
commercial  and  literary  resources  of  Canada,  and  to 
provide  relief  for  those  in  need  of  assistance. 

The  Club  has  had  an  enviable  record  and  today  is 
in  a  strong  financial  position  and,  if  the  present  rate 
of  growth  continues,  should  have  a  surplus  of  over 
$100,000  when  it  moves  to  the  Waldorf-Astoria  in 
October,  1931. 

The  present  officers  are:  Edwin  A.  Scott,  President; 
Sir  Charles  B.  Gordon,  1st  Vice  President;  E.  B.  Keir- 
stead,  2nd  Vice  President;  L.  V.  Kerr,  3rd  Vice  Pres- 
ident; B.  C.  Walker,  Treasurer;  Conrad  R.  White, 
Honorary  Secretary;  A.  W.  J.  Flack,  Secretary.  The 
following  are  members  of  the  Board  of  Governors: 
E.  W.  Appleby,  Dr.  C.  V.  Bailey,  I.  L.  C.  Gooding, 
D.  R.  Henderson,  C.  C.  Pineo,  Dr.  W.  L  Post,  R.  L. 
Scott,  E.  C.  Stuckless,  Paul  F.  Vallee. 

The  space  the  Canadian  Club  will  occupy  in  the 
new  Waldorf-Astoria  will  be  in  excess  of  27,000  square 
feet,  consisting  of  the  18th  floor  in  the  Center  Wing 
and  the  18th  floor  in  the  East  Wing,  which  will  be 
used  for  clubrooms.  In  addition,  the  19th  floor  of  the 
East  Wing  will  be  used  for  club  bedrooms  and  suites. 

The  Club  will  also  have  its  own  private  Roof  Garden, 
located  on  the  20th  floor  of  the  East  Wing.  Adjoin- 
ing the  Roof  Garden  there  will  be  several  handball 
courts  and  a  solarium  for  the  exclusive  use  of  Club 
members. 


RESERVATIONS 

The  Waldorf  rooms  and  suites  and  facilities  for  public  and  private  entertaining  are  already  being 
reserved  for  occupancy  and  functions  immediately  after  the  opening. 

Inquiries  for  further  information  and  floor  plans  will  receive  immediate  attention  and  should 
be  addressed  to: 

HOTEL  WALDORF-ASTORIA  CORPORATION 

Suite  608 
230  Park  Avenue 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

Telephone:  EL  5-3000  Telegrams  and  Cables:  Waldorf,  New  York 


Ex  Utbrta 


SEYMOUR  DURST 


